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ABSA International

• 1506 members
• 85 international members
• 27 countries
• 440 credentialed professionals

• Purpose:
• To promote biosafety and biosecurity as a 

scientific discipline
• To serve the growing needs of biosafety and 

biosecurity professionals around the world
• Provide a forum for the continuous and timely 

exchange of biosafety and biosecurity 
information
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ABSA Affiliates



2018 Conference in 
Charleston, SC

• 796 seats filled in 26 professional 
development courses

• 714 conference attendees
• 147 international attendees from 
39 countries

• Interviews for videos



2019 USDA ARS Symposium

• 95 seats filled in 7 pre-symposium courses
• 156 symposium attendees
• 31 international attendees from 10 
countries



Collaboration With Government 
Agencies & Other Organizations

• Biological Select Agents & Toxins Community Advocate 
Committee
• Webinars
• Select Agent Community Forum
• Workshop after the ABSA conference
• Contract is extended for five years

• Special offering of Principles and Practices of Biosafety
• National Biosafety Stewardship Month
• TC 212, WG 5, ISO 35001, “Biorisk management for 

laboratories and other related organizations”



ABSA International YouTube Channel



Principles & Practices of Biosafety

• Comprehensive, interactive 5-day course to 
introduce the essential elements of biosafety

• Limited to 48 participants
• Next offerings:

• Feb 2020: San Antonio, TX
• July 2020: Portland, OR



Distance Learning
• In 2018: 20 webinars; 617 attendees
• Upcoming Webinars

• Virus-based Gene Transfer Vectors – Sept 24 & 26, 2019
• Animal Handler Risk Assessment - October 11, 2019
• Demystifying the Organizational Culture of Biosafety, 

Biosecurity, and Responsible Conduct in the Life Sciences 
Research: A Conceptual Model and Self-Assessment 
Methodology - October 17, 2019

• Travel and Field Study Medicine - November 7, 2019



Advanced Biosafety Training Series

• Self-paced on-line training
• Designed for:

• Preparing for the exam for the 
Certified Biological Safety 
Professional credential

• Individuals with an intermediate to 
advanced understanding of the 
field of biological safety interested 
in expanding knowledge in certain 
areas

www.absa.org/eduonline.html



Publications



Other Resources On ABSA.org



Professional Credentials

• Registered Biosafety Professional (RBP)
• Assessment of education plus professional experience

• Certified Biological Safety Professional (CBSP)
• Assessment of education plus professional experience
• Pass CBSP exam
• ABSA now fully manages the exam

• Credential Maintenance Program
• Accumulate 40 CM points over 5 year period



Biosafety Career Entry and 
Professional Development Task Force

Purpose: Identify and create resources to:
• Promote biosafety as a career
• Have a clear roadmap of ways to enter the 

profession and earn a credential
• Maintain credentials in a cost-effective manner
• Develop key leadership and management skills 

needed as individual's progress in their career



Biosecurity Task Force

• “How can ABSA International 
establish the global standard 
for biosecurity?”

• Task Force 2.0 has completed 
its work and 
recommendations.  

• A new committee is in place 
to implement the biosecurity 
credential.





2019 Biosafety and Biosecurity Month
“Beyond the Lab:  Increasing the Visibility 

of Biosafety and Biosecurity”
October 2019

The 2019 Biosafety and Biosecurity Month 
is centered around outreach, education 

and training, school visits, supporting the 
STEM disciplines in teaching and learning, 

and how biosafety and biosecurity 
professionals are more than compliance 

people. 



• 3 days of professional development courses
• Opportunities to get involved and engaged

• 3 days of papers, keynotes, posters and panel discussions



Questions?
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